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​​Minutes of the Governing Board Meeting for the Society for Text and Discourse

Tuesday, August 1, 2017
Philadelphia, PA
1. Minutes of 2016 Governing Board Meeting (Michael Wolfe)

Minutes approved

2. Changes in Governing Board 
Welcome New Governing Board Members: Jane Oakhill and Gale Sinatra
Recognition of contributions: Sid Horton, Michael Wolfe
Welcome of new secretary: Mike Mensink

3. Treasurer report (Kate Bohn-Gettler)
· The society is in good financial shape and the 2017 conference was finalized with a small positive balance.

· Kate Bohn-Gettler was renewed by the Governing Board for a second three-year term.
4. Secretary report (Michael Wolfe)

· 55 individuals participated in the election. 
· This is Michael’s final year as secretary, and we wish him all the best.

5. Journal report (David Rapp)

· Citation rates for DP are up compared to previous years. 

· Initiatives for increasing impact of DP: Review paper acceptance.

· Efforts to increase diversity on editorial board in terms of discipline, country, and continent.

· Upcoming special issues: 2016 ST&D conference issue, issue honoring Tony Sanford

· Acceptance rate is down over last year. 30% for 2016, which includes special issues.
6. Annual meeting reports 
· Philadelphia, PA, 2017 (John Sabatini) - conference is successful, finances worked out well.
· 2018 meeting discussion - July 17-19 in Brighton, England in conjunction with SSSR.
8. Membership (Johanna Kaakinen)

· Membership is up somewhat from 2015/16. As of the time of the conference, 200 people are members. 
9. FABBS (Keith Millis)

· Keith gave an overview of FABBS’s mission and ST&D’s involvement with it. Chuck Perfetti was officially honored by FABBS this year.
10. Partnership with International Alliance of Learning Research Societies update
· Danielle provided a summary of our partnership with the International Alliance of Learning Research Societies.  
11. Bylaw change relating to term of Governing Board Chair.

Review 2017-18 Committees
Governing Board Members

Sid Horton (stepping down), Jane Oakhill (2023), Gale Sinatra (2023), Jason Braasch (2022), Chantel Prat (2022), Keith Millis (2021) Paul van den Broek (2021), Joe Magliano (2020), Jennifer Wiley (2020), Kate Bohn-Gettler (2019), Johanna Kaakinen (2019), David Rapp (2019), Danielle McNamara (2019), Tobias Richter (2018) 
Officers

Danielle McNamara (Chair of Governing Board), Kate Bohn-Gettler (treasurer), Michael Mensink (secretary and conference webmaster), David Rapp (Editor-in Chief, Discourse Processes)

Distinguished Scientific Contributions Award: Joe Magliano (chair), Susan Goldman, Paul van Den Broek, Kate Bohn-Gettler, Gale Sinatra
Fellows of ST&D Society: Jenny Wiley (chair), Jane Oakhill, Paul van den Broek, Chantel Pratt
Jason Albrecht Award and Outstanding Student Paper Award: Johanna Kaakinen (chair), Chantel Pratt, Joe Magliano, Jason Braasch
Trabasso Young Investigator Award: David Rapp (chair), Tobias Richter, Johanna Kaakinen, Chantel Prat
Conference Advisory Committee: Jenny Wiley (Chair), Keith Millis, Jane Oakhill, Kate Bohn-Gettler, Tobias Richter, Michael Mensink (advisor), Panayiota Kendeou (advisor), Michael Wolfe (advisor)
Finance: Kate Bohn-Gettler (chair), Keith Millis
Sponsorship: Jenny Wiley (chair), Jane Oakhill
Membership Committee: Jason Braasch (chair), Tobias Richter, Gale Sinatra
FABBS Committee: Keith Millis 

Conference Webmaster: Michael Mensink
Student Travel Awards Committee: Tobias Richter (chair), Joe Magliano, Jason Braasch, Gale Sinatra
Program Chairs for 2017 in Philadelphia (ETS): John Sabatini, Tenaha O’Reilly

Program Chairs for 2018 in Brighton, England: Jane Oakhill, Kate Cain

Program Chairs for 2019. Potential cities were discussed for the next couple of years. Asia was also raised as a potential future location.
ST&D Treasurer’s Report

July 2017
Date Prepared: July 20, 2017

Prepared by: Catherine (Kate) Bohn-Gettler

Overview

The Society has 5 major expenses: 

The annual meeting 

DP subscriptions: ~$8K/year

Paypal/Verisign subscription fee: $30/month.
Wild Apricot subscription fee: $70/month

Payments to Editors of DP: $12K/year

Support for student travel: $5K/year

We paid our legal firm, Neal, Gerber, & Eisenberg, approximately $5K to explore draft new contracts for the Editors and Associate Editors (per the new contract with T&F), and to provide advisement regarding tax status.  These are one-time fees.  The increased revenue from the new contract with T&F covered these costs.

The bills for the annual meeting have not yet been paid for this year. 

The new T&F contract took effect in 2017.  This resulted in a lump sum of $50K, $12K of which is dedicated toward payments for the Discourse Processes editors, and $10K for the conference.  We allocated an additional $5K for student travel, and used funds to cover the legal fees associated with drafting contracts and exploring tax status.  

Assets

As of 7/20/17, the total amount of assets we have (July 7, 2016 – July 20, 2017):
	Account Type
	Account Number
	Balance
	2016 Balance
	Credits*
	Debits**

	Checking
	7492
	$145,379.28
	$48,631.67
	$104,021.60
	$6,369.81

	Checking
	4715
	$95,720.07
	$122,045.30
	$0
	$26,390.20


All credits & debits are since 7/20/2017
* Membership dues, T&F 50K, conference fees

** Discourse Processes, online management fees, banking fees, some conference costs, student travel, legal fees, editor payments

The “Balance” does not reflect the 2017 conference bill, payout of all student travel funds, other conference expenses expected to run to approximately $45-$50K, and the remainder of the payments to the editor and associate editors of DP.  The “Debits” column includes expenses related to the 2016 Kassel conference, payout of some student awards, payments to T&F for the distribution of DP, and minor expenses associated with the Minneapolis 2015 conference.

Annual Meeting
Thank you to Kietha Biggers, John Sabatini, and Tenaha O’Reilly

Overall, the conference (with food, conference dinner, travel costs for keynotes, etc) cost ~ $42K.  We generated approximately ~$43K in registration (this number is still in flux, as awardee registrations have not yet been waived, and registration is ongoing).  Generally, we should break even; that is, the total cost of the conference (including awards, supplies, etc.) should be about the same as the total number of dollars from registration fees and sponsors (ETS and T&F).

As of July 26, we had 152 paid registrants (84 full faculty, 48 student members, 16 faculty nonmembers, and 4 student nonmembers).  However, some of these fees will be waived (e.g., keynotes, award winners).  Last year, we had 158 paying registrants.  In 2015, we had 126 paying registrants.  The final numbers will be available at the conclusion of the conference.
Sponsorship of Student Travel

We no longer sell student travel pens, although I still file business taxes each quarter (which is now switching to annual filings).  This year, we allocated $5K toward student travel.  Previous allotments toward student travel include:

	Year
	Amount

	2015
	$1600

	2016
	$3373

	2017
	$5000


I stand on the shoulders of giants:
Many thanks to Mike, Keith, and Jenny for their help and expertise!
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