Minutes of the Business Meeting for the Society for Text and Discourse (18th annual meeting): Memphis, TN - July 15, 2008
Meeting called to order by Art Graesser at 9:40 AM.  (Minutes of the 2008 annual meeting were unanimously approved prior to the meeting by the Governing Board.)

The meeting began with recognition and thanks to the conference coordinators and organizers.  The two outgoing members of the Governing Board, Danielle McNamara and Manolo de Vega, were recognized and thanked for their service.  New members of the board, R. Brook Lea and Ted Sanders, were also introduced.
1.  Treasurer’s Report (Keith Millis)
The dues for the Society for Text and Discourse will be increased by $10; if members join for a 3-year term, though, they will save $30, negating the increase for each year.  The Treasurer, Chair, and Governing Board hope to see the finances of the Society continue to remain stable (and perhaps grow with new initiatives).  

2.  Secretary’s Report (David N. Rapp)
New methods for advertising the ST&D conference were briefly discussed, and minor website issues were raised.  Members are encouraged to update their information for the Society through the website (http://www.societyfortextanddiscourse.org/).

3.  Discourse Processes Report (Michael Schober)
New associate editors Jeff Hancock and David N. Rapp were recognized.  Journal submissions remain healthy, with faster turnaround times and an increase in the size and diversity of the reviewer pool.  Brief discussion followed of new possibilities for DP, including consideration of impact ratings, online previews of ‘in press’ articles, and the current state of the journal world.

4.  Annual Meeting Report (Max Louwerse and Anne Britt)
Approximately 135 participants from 14 countries attended this year’s meeting.  The move to an electronic submission process was considered successful.  Conference costs were discussed, with acknowledgement of outside support possibilities as useful and important.  Workshops were acknowledged as successful.

Future Annual meetings:

2009 – Rotterdam – organized by R. Zwaan, K. Dijkstra, D. Pecher, P. van den Broek. & Huib Tabbers
2010 – Chicago – organized by S. Goldman & J. Wiley (20th anniversary of ST&D)
Brief discussion of possible future conference pairings (i.e., with SSSR) followed.  
5.  Awards (Debra Long and Art Graesser) 
The ST&D Distinguished Scientific Award this year went to Walter Kintsch.  Be on the lookout for award solicitations for 2009 in the future; Debra Long chairs the committee.  A new initiative for a Young Investigator Award will move forward; eligibility criteria will be distributed, but nominees must be within the first 10 years of obtaining their advanced degree.  Members may be called upon to serve roles on these various award committees.
6.  Other Reports and Discussion 
The possibility of obtaining grants to fund young investigator travel to the conference was discussed.  The possibility of soliciting funds from grant agencies was endorsed.

New methods of recruiting members to ST&D were discussed.  Members are highly encouraged to introduce ST&D to their colleagues and students, to ensure the continued success of the Society and annual conference.

A new ST&D Fellows initiative will be enacted by the Society.  
The website may undergo some changes, with the possibility of hiring a web design group to maintain the Society’s online presence.

The Chair of ST&D, Art Graesser, encouraged members to contact him if they wished to become involved in any element of the Society.  

No new business was raised.
Meeting adjourned at 10:34 AM.  
